
                                                                                                                                    

       A few reasons that building & zoning codes benefit us 

      Personal safety and public safety from the threat of fire  

      And  
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Building  

& Zoning 

 

We rely on the safety of structures surrounding us 

in our everyday lives; our homes, schools, 

offices, stores, restaurants, recreational facilities, 

etc… Building and Zoning codes provide very 

important safeguards and standards to protect us 

from disaster due to fire, structural failure, 

deterioration, weather, and natural disasters- to 

name just a few. The permit application, plan review 

process, and required inspections help officials to 

ensure that construction complies with minimum 

requirements of MN State Building Codes and city 

zoning ordinances. Although no code can eliminate 

all risk entirely, they do help to significantly 

reduce the risks we unknowingly face every day.  

                    

Why we need them & 

explaining the process  

 
 

 

  

A few benefits of State building 

codes and City zoning codes: 

 to protect the health and safety of you, 

your family, and the public 

 to protect future owners who deserve 

reasonable assurance that the home or structure 

they occupy is safe 

 to ensure the community’s welfare and 

economic wellbeing by reducing the potential 

spread of fire, disease, and structural fails 

 to maintain uniform building practices 

and help keep building costs down 

 to assure safety, quality of life, and 

enhancement of the community as a whole 

 to regulate energy conservation req’s 

Building codes save lives! 

 

Utilize your Community Development 

Department- we’re here to help! 



ZONING PERMITS 

To verify setbacks and city ordinance compliance,  

a Zoning Permit is required for the following: 

Fences    Driveways     Parking Pads 

Sheds (up to 200sqft; also called Accessory Structures) 

Patios    Privacy screens       Signs

  

BUILDING PERMITS 

A building permit is required for any project not listed 

above that involves constructing, altering, repairing, 

moving, or demolishing. Examples include: additions, 

garages, decks, pools (over 24” deep & 5,000 gallons), 

and sheds (accessory structures) above 200sqft. If you 

change the use of a space or finish unfinished space, a 

permit is required.  Also any work on gas, mechanical, 

electrical, plumbing or other home systems which are 

regulated by the code is required to be permitted.                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEPS 

      

 

Step 1) Determine whether you need a Building or Zoning Permit.  How: see information to the left; pick up 

a building handout at City Hall or at Mounds View’s website; or call the Building or Zoning Departments. 

Step 2) Hand in your application(s) with all required paperwork.  How: find all the necessary permit 

requirements for your project on the informational handouts at City Hall or on Mounds View’s website; or call the 

Building or Zoning Departments. You can submit permit applications and plans electronically via email, fax, or by 

mail. After permit and plans have been reviewed you will be contacted. 

Step 3) Pay the permit fees.  How: after you’ve been contacted about your permit’s approval, you can pay the 

permit fee at City Hall or online via CC. You will then receive your permit card and list of required inspections 

needed before beginning your project. Permitted work must begin within 180 days or the permit expires. 

Important!!  Call ahead at least 24 hours for all required inspections.  Permit inspection card must be 

posted at the project site where it is visible to the nearest major roadway. 

Application Process 
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Do you need a 

Building 

Permit or a 

Zoning Permit? 

If you’re not sure, 

please call the Building 

or Zoning department 

to verify if the work 

needs a permit before 

beginning any project! 
 


